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An account of a Salt Spring, and another Medici- 
nal Spring, on- the banks of the River Weare, or 
Ware in the Bijhopr'nk of Durham in a Letter to 
the Publiflier,/row the ingenious Mr. Hugh Todd 
Feikw o/Univerfity College /VOxon, and Chap- 
lain to the right Reverend lather in God — - Lord 
Bifiop e/Carlile. 

S 1% 

T Am fo much obligd to you for yonr many Favours 
-*■ when I was with you ,• that now, when I am at fo great 
a diftance from Oxon, I cannot pais by any oportunity of 
ferving you, in vifking the Curiojities of Jrt or Nature 
(with which the Northern parts Durham, and Cumberland 
especially, do abound) and in giving you an account of 
what, I judge, may be worth your knowledge. 

When I was at Durham I was informed of an- extraor- 
dinary Salt-Spring and another Mineral-Spring, about 
a mile, or a mile and half out of Town. Upon the firft 
leafure time that I had, I went to fee them ; as I found, 
fome of the Lawyer s that came the Circuit, and many o- 
ther Gentlemen had done. 

The Salt-Spring, lyes, as I faid, about a mile and half 
Out of Town, on the North-Eaft fide, at a place called 
Salt-water haugh near Butterby. It riles in the middle of 
the River Weare or Ware-, and is good to be fern, and 
tajled, only in the Summer time, when the water isdif- 
charg'd all, on one fide of the Channel: for in Winter, 
when the River is high it loofes its Salts, in the frefh 
ftreams, fo that they are not perceivable. The water 
does not rife at one or two or three places, but feems to 
bubble up equally in all parts in the Channel, for the 
fpace of 40 yards in length, and about 10 in breadth: for, 
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wherever, in that ^of, you remove the ftonesaud fand, 
you fhal I perceive the water, prelently arife and fpring 
up. That, which I admired moft, is, that the la' teft of 
all the Springs, iflues out of the middle of a Roc ^ I f up- 
pofed that the brinynefsof its waters might becaufed by 
the heat of the Sun, continually beating upon them, as 
they lay upon the Roc\y thefurraceof which was mani- 
festly faltilh; and which, in a Iwt day fas I was told) 
would be all covered over with a perfect Salt. But I was 
undeceiv'd in this conjecture, by having all the water 
lav'd out of the place, where it feem'd toftagnate: for 
immediatly,out of the body of the /(ot^there bubbled up 
water, as fait as the former. As to the degree of iv.falt- 
nefs, it was as high, as any brine can be, and tho but lit- 
tle in quantity in companion of the frejh Rjvcr, yet of 
that force as to give a brackifhnefs to the fireams, a ioo 
yards below. Thofe that have boyled thisBrine, (I had 
not time to try the experiment my felf,) fay that it af- 
fords a great quantity or Bay Salt, not lo palatable, yet 
as ufeful as ordinary Salt is. It tinges alltheftones with 
a Red colour. The original of this Spring, cannot be 
fetch d any farther oft, then the RocJ^, out of which it if- 
fues ,- for the Sea, which is the great Treafurc of Salt-wa- 
ter is at too great a diitance, to difpenceany ftreamsto 
this Place : being 8 miles off, where neareft. 

On the other fide ot theT^W, there is lately difco- 
ver'd a Medicinal Spring, which is, this year much fre- 
quented, and may be ol great benefit to the Country. It 
was found out, by workmen that dug in that place for Coal. 
When they were 12 fathom and a half deep, they difco* 
verd this Treafure of Natural Phyfic\ j which may be as 
good to the people, as what they fought for ,- tho Coal, be 
a Commodity very neceffary and beneficial to thefe 
Parts. The workmen thus failing of their Expectation, 
try'd the Rs c K about a 100 yards off: where they loft 
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thcmfelves, much about the fame depth i and inftead of 
Coal, difcover da Spring of excellent clear Water, which 
iffius out at the Hole, which their Inftrumcnts made. 
1 tell you this, that you may confirm your obfervati- 
on.r, of the many different apartments there are in the 
Earth j and with what different Treafure they arc fur- 
ni/lid. 

I can fay no more ; T will only promife what I will fay 
another time; and fend the firft. oportunity. I will 
give you an account of a I\iinic\ Infcription, (mention'd 
but not undci flood by Mr. Camden,) \>i\ the Font in Bride- 
ty^in Cumberland, \ mail tell you fomething too, of 
two very Ancient Monuments fomething of the form of. 
Stonehenge, but they feem far more ancient. And (hall 
as I am able, give you Kxcriptsof many Roman Infcrjp- 
tions, which abound in this Country. 

Iu point of obligation and gratitude; I will fend you 
fome Roman Vrns, which I had at Durham. A piece of 
the 6V* 7((/c{, where the Spring iflu'd out, which is of a 
fparkling fubitance. And if you will be at thcCoftof 
Carriage, I will indeavour to fend the Stones that have 
the Inscriptions on them. Where I can have them, I 
fhall not omit any Oportunity to fcrveyou, and the So- 
ciety. Pray let me have what Queries you think fit to 
befatisfy'd in; and {omc7{ules to direct my Difquifit/ons, 
by the firft Opportunity : that when I vifit all the Parts of 
this Country, which will be fhortly,I may be the abler to 
ferveyou. 

I have made enquiry, as to the Longevity of thofe 
that live in Mountanous Parts: and find, by Relati- 
on, that they out-live any that I have heard off in the 
South: but, that I am fo unhappy, as not to be able 
to make any perfect account, about that Ailair. The 
next Spring [fijitation will give me oportunity to con- 
fid t the l^gijtrcs and Church-Books-, and fo make me 
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abler to give an exact, credible Relation, which I fiiall be 
lure to doe. 

As I Travell'd over Stn-tiemoore\w Yorkshire, I obferv'd 
the River Grcatab, (a River about halt as big as Char- 
veil at Oxford) run under ground tor about a Mile, lo that 
we palled over it, dry-loot. The palHigc under ground 
is but narrow; fo that in winter when the itreamsarc 
high, it keeps the Channel above ground. 

S I R, I am 

Tour moft Oblig\l Friend 
and Humble Servant 

HUGH TODD. 
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